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PRESS RELEASE    




May 31st 2006
‘Into University’ is an education scheme for children and young people from the inner city who may be at risk of failing to meet their potential to go to university. The scheme provides an integrated programme of activities supporting our users academically and pastorally, as well as building confidence, motivation and self-esteem. It is funded by the Sutton Trust and J.P. Morgan.

This half-term Into University is running a Media Studies FOCUS Week for 20 young people aged 11-15. They are enjoying educational, experiential activities giving them a deeper knowledge and interest in the subject than they may experience at school. They are also being introduced to the idea of university in a fun and accessible context and will end the week with a Graduation at the University of Westminster.

Each team has a topic to research as a news/feature story and the young people are competing to see how much media coverage they can achieve through their own press release. Please see below 4 press releases written by the young people on these topics:

Politics Team – voting at 16, interviewing David Lammy MP

BB7 Team – is BB entertainment or exploitation, going to Big Brother House to try and find the answer!

World Cup Team – racism in football, interviewing at Chelsea FC about their campaign against racism

Environment Team – new runway at Heathrow, interviewing Barry Gardiner MP

Cont/ … with four press releases written by young people
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PRESS RELEASE

May 31st 2006
Old Enough to smoke, Old enough to Vote?

Young people to quiz Labour Minister David Lammy on Voting Rights
On Thursday, June 1st our team of 5 young people from the Into University Programme are interviewing Minister David Lammy at Portcullis House at 2:30pm.  Our team of committed young people have happily sacrificed their half-term holiday to participate in a Focus Week, which encourages students to consider future options and provides practical experience in how the media world works.  

Did you know that at 16 teenagers can leave school, get married, join the military and work and pay taxes, but cannot voice their opinions at the ballot box – is this fair?

Not all teenagers are uninterested in politics.  Many young people are vocal on issues relating to the environment, educational issues (particularly the funding of university), and international affairs to name a few. Yet politicians often think of young people as a ‘problem to be solved’ and stereotypes of yobs and ASBO kids dominate the media giving teens a bad name.  Perhaps these misconceptions of young people overshadow the positive stories of teens more in tuned with the bigger picture.

We will tackle these issues with David Lammy and ask whether lowering the voting age to 16 will help draw more young people into politics…or would it be another gimmick that will fail to change anything?

Why don’t you tell our story?  We are competing in teams to get press interest in our story – Help us to win! Sala (14), Izaak (11), Nadia (14), Danielle (14), Laura (15)

Contact us via Dr Rachel Carr at intouniversity@clementjames.co.uk 07817-822-759
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Exploitation or Entertainment?  Young People ambush the Big Brother House to get answers

May 31st 2006

On Thursday June 1st five young people participating in the Into University Programme will head down to the Big Brother House in an attempt to get an official statement on the ethics of choosing the housemates and question the ploys used by Channel 4 to increase ratings for their seventh series.  We are participating in a half-term Focus Week, which means we are giving up our free time to do a bit of hard hitting investigative reporting in order to get some answers from the producers of the programme for their questionable tactics.

The 1st series of Big Brother was intended to be a social experiment on how 10 personalities interact in a confined space without intervention from the outside world.  Craig Phillips the show’s 1st  winner donated his ₤70K prize for a friend’s heart & lung transplant.  This act of goodwill is a far cry for today’s celebrity want-to-be’s who go as far as possible to gain  15 minutes of fame.

The show received great success, and previous contestants such as Jade have become household names.  By the seventh series, producers have pushed the boundaries by changing the interior to make it smaller and increasing the numbers living in the house.

Within three weeks of starting BB7, three housemates have already left, Shahbaz the first to leave due to bullying by other housemates and threats of suicide.  Channel 4 brought in psychologists to analyse his behavior, and then it was agreed he would leave.  

We want to know, what safety measures are in place to ensure the housemates are mentally fit before entering and in the case of Shahbaz, what support was provided following his departure?

With Monday’s loss in ratings to ITV’s X-Factor Battle of the Stars many people are asking themselves is it worth the mental strain of the housemates for second place? 

Some say Big Brother provides ‘quality entertainment, educational and psychological value’.  However, the Mental Health Charity questions their practice, stating ‘the programme should not profit from people having a breakdown.’

We are hoping to get some answers from Channel 4, on what’s more important…High ratings or the stability of the housemates?  So please come on out and help us in our bid to get some answers from the biggest gimmick in Britain and help us win our press coverage competition!  

Andrea(15), Mohammed (15), Sophia (14), Dylan (11), Suad (14)

Contact us at intouniversity@clementjames.co.uk or Zoe Cox at 079-5802-5803
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31st May 2006

PRESS RELEASE

Different colour, same game:young people want to kick racism out!
We are five young people, representing twelve different ethnic backgrounds.   We are currently on a half-term Media Studies week, and our aim is to discover what is being done to put a stop to racism in football. On June 1st 2006 our team is visiting Chelsea Football ground to interview someone about what is being done about racism in football.  We are competing with three other teams to see who can get the most press coverage for their topic.  Please help us to win!
Everybody knows that on the week beginning 9th June the World Cup is due to start.  It is horrifying that headlines about racism are still overshadowing the game!  

In the 1970s and 80s racist chanting from the terraces was common, and bananas were thrown at Black players.  Racism still happens today.  “What worries me is when a child sees what’s going on without really understanding, he goes to school the next day, sees a black child in his class and makes the same noise” (Samuel Eto’o, - Barcelona).  

Media stories have already reported racist threats against Black supporters and players at World Cup 2006; anti-racism campaigners have warned Black and Asian fans against visiting parts of Berlin, saying their lives are at risk.  We feel that it is criminal that people who are there to support their countries should be under these sorts of threats.  

The world in general has come a long way in the fight against racism.  Many acts have been brought in in International Law to stop people being racist.  However, it still happens in sport!  We want to know why, and what is being done to stop it.

South Africa is going to host the next FIFA World Cup in 2010.  Given the very fresh struggle that particular county has undergone in their fight against racism it is brought to our attention that is will not be tolerated on their grounds.   This makes a solution to this problem essential even more rapidly.    

The youth today is widely influenced by their elders.  Help us turn this around so that young people today will pass on to their children the right message that there is no place for racism in the world of sport, or anywhere else.   “We strongly feel that the people of the world want to see a beautiful game, without the cancer of racism” (FARE).  Many campaigns have been brought in throughout the world, some of which have achieved their goals, but when will football mange to score.
Zain Rizvi (Age 11), Sobhan Asharizade (Age 11), Chloe Bennai (Age 14), Mouna Mahtat (Age 12), Janine Nesmyth (Age 12)

If you would like any more information or digital picture after our visit please contact us via Dr Rachel Carr at intouniversity@clementjames.co.uk 07817-822-759
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31st May 2006
Press Release
Environment at risk if new runway hits London:

 Young People investigate

We are a group of teenagers involved in a Media Week during our half-term. On Thursday 1st June 2006 we will be interviewing Barry Gardiner MP at 12.00pm in Nobel House, Smith Street. We will be asking challenging questions about the affects that Heathrow airport will have on the environment, if the runway is completed. An interview with a government ministers is a great opportunity for us – we are all enthusiastic in pursuing a career in the media and also respect the environment we live in.

‘What’s more important – our environment or making money?’

The latest debate on Heathrow airport is about building a new runway. Heathrow is struggling to accommodate passengers coming to and from the airport on a yearly basis. Therefore action is needed. 

It costs £500,000,000 to construct a runway. Citizens living close to the airport argue that this will be a waste of money and the money can be better spent on supporting the local community. For example, building new schools and hospitals.

However, the chairman of Heathrow airport (John Stewart) says that he will keep on fighting to construct the new runway. This he says will boost business opportunities for the community and allow more customer satisfaction.

The anti airport expansion is being backed by Friends of the Earth and Green peace, who believe the expansion will affect the environment in a negative way. The runway will create more pollution in all aspects and noise will disrupt local wildlife and people’s lifestyles.

We are competing with other teams to get our story covered in the press – please help us to WIN! Maria (14), Jack (11), Jasmine (15), Rukiya (15), Mahbub (12).

For more information contact: Rachel Carr on 0781 782 2759

Email address: intounversity@clementjames.co.uk

